PREFACE TO THE NINTH EDITION

MANY changes have been made in the present edition of

Stubbs's Charters.   It is hoped that they will not be thought

gratuitous, or disrespectful to the memory of a great scholar.

The editor has not relied solely upon his own judgement.   He

has benefited by the advice of many friends who, whether as

students or as teachers, may claim to speak with authority

on the merits and defects of the original work.    The first

edition appeared in  1870, before the first volume of the

Constitutional History.    Seven more editions were published

in the lifetime of Stubbs,  and two of these were slightly

.wised by himself. But further revision has become necessary.

Even the eighth edition, published in  1895,  quotes many

documents from inferior editions, and contains observations

vhich, as Stubbs would be the first to admit, no longer

^present the best opinions.   The translations of Anglo-Saxon

-,.od French texts, which Stubbs borrowed from the works of

^cholars much inferior to himself, are notoriously inaccurate ;

:e glossary is incomplete and sometimes misleading.

The first duty, therefore, of the editor has been to make

,:>se changes which Stubbs himself could not have failed to

-\ke, if he had been at leisure to review his own work page

page.   The chroniclers are now cited from the standard

^xts, usually those of the Rolls Series.   For the Anglo-Saxon

.aws  (now quoted hi the original language),  and for the

!mglo-Norman   law-books   and   charters,   the   monumental

edition of Professor Liebermann has been, usedl.  .in. the

passages given from the Dialogus de Scaccario the text of

Messrs. Crump, Hughes, and Johnson has been followed.   The

editor is also under many obligations to M. Bemont, the

editor of the Chartes des Libertes anglaises.     In default of

critical editions of   Glanvill andJBi^P.ton, the editor  has
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